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Michael Baran

Inspiring people to think, lead and interact inclusively, 

through innovative solutions and deep understanding.

SPEAKING   |   FACILITATION   |  EVENT DESIGN & DELIVERY



Michael wants to  

help you navigate the 

complexities of D&I.

As a social scientist, author and  

D&I expert, Michael knows what 

works to create and sustain change. 

He delivers innovative and strategic messages  

about some of today’s most complex D&I issues  

in a way that resonates with diverse audiences.  

His engaging, conversational approach invites 

everyone in, builds deep understanding and 

investment, and ultimately drives individuals and 

organizations toward evidence-based solutions.

ABOUT MICHAEL
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Creator of one of the Top 100 

Innovations in Education in the 

WORLD by Finland-based group HundrED

1,000,000+ people have used 

digital tools Michael created, including 

Fortune 100 companies.

Reached tens of thousands of  

people across Fortune 500 companies, 

government agencies, national foundations, 

schools and nonprofits.

Nominated for prestigious  
Games for Change Award



Michael inspires through a wide array of experiences, 

subject matter and training solutions.

SERVICES
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Digital solutions

Use innovative, engaging learning  

paths to build understanding and  

sustain change.

Speak up culture 

Learn how to have civil, productive 

conversations when subtle interpersonal 

acts of exclusion happen.

D&I, Gamified

Play inQUEST’s  

award-winning  

D&I game,  

ContineoTM, to engage  

employees in meaningful, fun,  

and interactive discussions.

Building cultures of inclusion

Understand key issues and obstacles 

to inclusion in the workplace  

and beyond. 

Conflict management

Navigate changing dynamics at work 

to create and lead inclusive cultures.

Deliberate conversations

Discuss sensitive topics, such as race, 

gender, and sexual orientation, to 

reach necessary breakthroughs.

Unconscious bias  
Move from a deep understanding 

of unconscious bias to consciously 

inclusive behavior. 

Inclusive culture 
Learn about Subtle Acts of Exclusion 

(microaggressions) and discover how 

to address and reduce them.

Privilege and structural 

inequalities 

Examine where and how policies  

can perpetuate disparities and  

threaten inclusion.

Keynote Addresses  

& Motivational Speaking
Facilitation  

& Panel Discussion

Interactive Experiences 

& Training Solutions 



Michael has enlightened and informed business people across industries 

through motivating and insightful speaking engagements.

EXPERIENCE
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Effective, clear, thought-

provoking, informative, 

engaging, challenging. 

 It was wonderful.

Great and memorable 

presentation... highlighting 

real-world problems and 

applicable solutions.

Delivered the content 

in a humorous way that 

made sense.

DIVERSE AND GLOBAL CLIENTELE
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MEDIA MENTIONS
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By combining gaming, art, the subject’s own poignant words and bite- 

size nuggets of anthropological insight into how race developed, or  

rather, how we developed it, Baran is turning a conversation stopper  

into a conversation starter.

The Boston Globe 

I was surprised by how delighted my children were with [Baran’s] apps, 

and with the freedom to ask questions that they conferred. We’ve had 

plenty of direct conversations since, and unfortunately, current events 

constantly provide us with the opportunity to have more. We’re not 

blind to race, or skin color. We talk about it—and about how little, 

and how much, it means. Probably not enough—it’s not some utopia 

of casual conversation about race relations around here. But the 

conversations do happen.

The New York Times

I had my doubts about this. Who’d believe that “there’s an app for that” 

could be anything more than a joke in the context of talking to kids about 

race? When we put the iPhone down, I expected a shrug from my kid—the 

kind of reaction I get when I tell him something he already knows or wants 

to pretend he does or just isn’t really interested in. Instead, I got “I loved 

that!” The look on his face, the tone of his voice—he reacted as though 

I’d opened up something that explained the mysteries of the world, and 

maybe I did.

Slate
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CONTACT

Let’s work inclusively, together.

To book Michael for a speaking engagement, 

contact us at:

312.268.5831 

info@inquestconsulting.com


